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God the Father 
“Father” is one of the most important titles for God 

because it is how the children of God relate to God. It is also 
important as it distinguishes the Father from the Son and the 
Spirit, the other members of the trinity. Come to think of it, it 

is a marvel that God shares the honorable title of “father” with 
sinful men. See, this title can be difficult because the only context 

that we have from which we get our understanding of what a father is, is 
from our own fathers.  

John has a lot to say about the Father. He mentions him 13 times in 1 John alone. Most of 
those times, the Father is mentioned with the Son, which is the start of our trinitarian 
understanding of God. Let’s see what John wants to tell us about our Father. 

The Father & the Son
First we see that Jesus was present with God, but rather than mentioning 
Jesus in particular, John calls him “the life” (1:2). The next thing John wants to 
point out is that God’s children have fellowship with not only the Father, but 
also with Jesus (1:3). This is important because one of the main reasons John 
wrote his letter was to refute the heresy that Jesus wasn’t God and didn’t die 
on the cross. John’s point is you can’t fellowship with the Father without the 

A DEVOTIONAL LOOK THROUGH THE THEMES OF 

1 JOHN 
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Son. This is also true about atonement. The Jews were familiar with Leviticus 
16 where God instructed his people to sacrifice an animal to be made right 
with him. But here, John reveals Jesus as our “advocate with the Father” by 
being “the propitiation for our sins” (2:1-2, ESV).  

Later on in the letter, he is encouraging the believers in their various stages of 
the Christian life, and he encourages the spiritually mature, the “fathers” by 
reminding them that they “know the father” (2:13, ESV). As for all believers, we 
are all God’s children (3:1) because we that Jesus is who he says he is, the 
Christ (5:1).  

Next, he goes back to the relationship of the Father and Son and evaluates 
people who claim that they have a relationship with God, but are really 
antichrists. John doesn’t want us to think that there is one world ruler. John 
takes the idea of antichrist and makes it plural. “Anyone who denies the 
Father and the Son is an antichrist” (2:22). Earlier in the passage, the context 
reveals that these “antichrists” are heretics who left the church. By contrast, 
the mega-theme of staying (abiding or remaining) with Christ emerges. This 
is where the fullest expression and experience of life is found! 

Light & Love 
John reveals God as light and love. Light is significant because 
this is how John introduced Jesus in John 1:1-4. John is 
thematically making the point that whoever has seen Jesus has 
seen the Father (John 14:9). Also, light is what actively drives 
out darkness. Darkness is often a euphemism for sin and 
anything that is anti-God, anti-Jesus. Evil cannot win because 
“the darkness is disappearing, and the true light is already 
shining” (2:8). Practically, God is love (1 John 4:8). And God 
shows his love for us in a very real way “by sending his one and 
only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life 
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Reading Plan 

• 1 John 1:1–4 

• 1 John 1:5–2:6 

• 1 John 2:7–14 

• 1 John 2:15–17 

• 1 John 2:18–27 

• 1 John 2:28–3:10  

• 1 John 3:11–24 

• 1 John 4:1–6 

• 1 John 4:7–21  

•  1John 5  
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through him. This is real love—
not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his 
Son as a sacrifice to take away 
our sins” (1 John 4:9-10, NLT).  

John’s aim is for us think 
binary. Light is not darkness. 
Darkness is anything that is 
not from the Father (2:15-17). 
How can he be darkness when 
he is “the Father of lights” 
(James 1:17, ESV)? You could 
think of light as our vertical 
relationship with God. Are we 
walking in the light? 

Horizontally, our human relationships are represented by the word love. If we 
are walking in the light with God, we are also loving the believers in our lives. 
These two ideas are inseparable. How do we know where we are at 
spiritually? 

Fortunately, John has peppered his letter with various statements about what 
we know about what is true. This will shape how we understand the 
outworking of our faith as those around us are affected by it.  

The Spirit & Knowledge 
The context that John is speaking into is a confused one. Gnostics tried to 
convince people that they needed know a secret knowledge to be in 
fellowship with God. But John is very confident that we can know God and 
be sure of it. And he introduces someone we never would think of… he 
introduces the Holy Spirit.  
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The Holy Spirit is God and he teaches us truth. We can have confidence 
because of him. He lives in us and that is how we know we have God (3:24; 
4:13). We can have a sure way of testing those who claim to be prophets (4:2). 
He is the Spirit of truth (5:6). What many people think is the weird and 
confusing part of the trinity is actually the one who gives us the most clarity 
over our understanding of the faith.  

In every passage of 1 John, John says we can be certain of what is true and be 
assured that we can know God. Whenever the Spirit is involved, John doesn’t 
see some vague, confusing mysticism, but a robust understanding of truth 
that is so clear that we can submit ourselves to it.  

Encouragement For John’s Audience 
Little children are younger believers in the faith. John wants them to know 
that their sins are forgiven “for his name’s sake” (verse 12). Even if you can’t 
forgive yourself, God forgives you for his sake, not yours.  

Young Men are believers who are not new to the faith, but they haven’t been 
walking with the Lord as long as the fathers have. They are like big brothers 
in the faith who can be strong encouragers in the church. This is the time 
when those who have been with the Lord for some time should give back. 
This is when you should naturally want to share the grace that God has given 
you. While you don’t know everything, you know enough. Don’t passively sit 
by while other people are living for the kingdom. You have a part to play as 
well.  

Fathers are believers who have been in the faith for a while and are discipling 
younger believers. It is interesting that John doesn’t tell us the their sins are 
forgiven, because it is assumed that they have grown in holiness over their 
time following Jesus. It is also interesting that John doesn’t say that they have 
overcome the evil one or mentioned anything about their strength. He simply 
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says twice, “you know him who is from the beginning” (1 John 2:13, 14, ESV). 
They aren’t swept away by new teachings or the 
allurement of the world (1 John 2:15-17) because they 
know the Father. 
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FOR MORE RESOURCES FROM THE BIBLE BLOG (THE TEACHING 
MINISTRY OF JOHN STAPLETON), VISIT THESE DESTINATIONS BELOW: 

thebibleblogshow@gmail.com

https://www.quora.com/profile/John-Stapleton-30

https://www.facebook.com/staples093

https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-bible-blog-with-john-
stapleton

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCisYrdYwkID-
u8LwTMO9Q4A 
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SPIRIT OF THE 
PROPHETS 
As we are currently living in stressful times (2021) in 
North America and all over the world, people are 
becoming increasingly anxious and concerned: 
Covid-19, vaccines, politics, poverty, history, sexual 
identity, racism and the list goes on. Perhaps they 
should be concerned, or perhaps they shouldn’t. Who can tell? 

The Christian church likes to throw out random verses such as 1 John 4:18’s, 
“Perfect love casts out fear.” We then are forced to come to the conclusion 
that if you’re anxious or worried about any thing at all, it’s evident that you 
are not a blood bought, born again, Holy Spirit indwelling Christian. Or 
maybe it’s just me that comes to that conclusion. 

Sadly, I don’t believe that it is just me that comes to this conclusion. I believe 
that both Christian and Non-Christian stumble throughout their lives. 
Christians, of course, have hope in the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ who 
washes away our sins. But both Christians and Non-Christians have uttered 
the words, “There must be more to life than this.” And regardless of false 
assurances that God wants us to live our best lives now, we can’t. And those 
who can’t “live their best lives now”, who even openly confess to dealings with 
anxiety and depression are forced to confess it as a sin, a lack of trust in the 
Almighty God. 
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But, if you read the Bible, some of the most godly filled men expressed a 
complete intolerance for the world and their mere existence in it. The writers 
of Psalm 42 and 43 must ask himself, “Why so downcast, oh my soul?” The writer 
answers himself, “Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him” (Psalm 42:5, 11 & 
43:5 NIV). 

And who can forget Job? After losing everything (Job 1:13-19), says, “The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised” (Job 1:21 
NIV). He is later given painful sores (Job 2: 7) and his wife wishes him dead 
(Job 2:9), replies, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from 
God and not trouble?” (Job 2:10 NIV). And while his friends come to comfort 
him, they end up accusing Job of sinning, and all Job wants to do is stand 
before God to understand what is happening (Job 19:23-27).  

And what about Elijah? He had just turned the whole nation of Israel from 
pagan worship to the LORD through the miracle on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 
18:16-38). People cried, “The LORD- he is God” (1 Kings 18:39 NIV), then, at 
Elijah’s command, had the 450 prophets of Baal killed. Yet, in 1 Kings 19, Elijah 
is fleeing for his life because he’s afraid of Queen Jezebel. In 1 Kings 19:4 says, 
He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had 
enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 

What about the author of Ecclesiastes who shares on his great possessions 
and riches? Yet a common theme he writes is “Meaningless! Meaningless! 
Everything is meaningless!” Pleasure is meaningless (Ecclesiastes 2:1), 
possessions are meaningless (Ecclesiastes 5:10), knowledge is meaningless 
(Ecclesiastes 2:12-15), life itself appears to be meaningless (Ecclesiastes 3:19). 
But with a full understanding of God, the author comes to a beautiful 
concluding fact:  
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Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. 
For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden 
thing, whether it is good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 NIV) 

This is a beautiful reminder that God is sovereign, and he is our resting place 
and our eternal home. 

Again, on the topic of depression and spiritual depravity, God comes to 
Isaiah to share the message with the world. And, in self-confidence, Isaiah 
says, “Awesome. Look how amazing and important I am”. No! He cries out, 
“Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips…” (Isaiah 6:5 NIV). 

When God told Jeremiah to preach the message, Jeremiah’s response was, “I 
do not know how to speak: I am only a child” (Jeremiah 1:8 NIV). Jeremiah, who 
claims to only be a child, would go up against the religious people of exiled 
Jerusalem and their prophets. And God says, “I have heard what the prophets 
say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ How long 
will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of 
their own minds?” (Jeremiah 23:25-26 NIV). And what does God tell us to do? Us 
the people who aren’t recognized among the “prophets”, us who merely 
hunger for the Word of God? “Let the prophet who has a dream recount the 
dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully” (Jeremiah 23:28 NIV). 

And what of Ezekiel? Ezekiel 3:14 says, “The Spirit then lifted me up and took me 
away, and I went in bitterness and in the anger of my spirit, with the strong hand of 
the Lord on me.” Can you imagine a church leader say, “The Spirit of the Lord 
took me and I was bitter about it?” 

And we all know the story of Jonah and his fleeing from God and later 
swallowed by a fish. What is often not discussed is that after the fish spits 
Jonah up onto the ground, Jonah went to Nineveh and preached. Not only 
did he preach a message of repentance, but the King himself decreed a fast 
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amongst the people. And it says that over one hundred and twenty thousand 
people were spared from God’s wrath (Jonah 4:11). And how did Jonah react? 
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry (Jonah 4:1). Jonah was 
angry. Not about God sparing them, but that God called on him to do it. 

Why is this topic being brought up? Because we are living in stressful times of 
Covid-19: The CDC says that there’s been a drastic increase in mental health 
concerns, from substance abuse increases to suicide  And where’s the church 1

been? Peddling a godless prosperity, health and wealth, name it and claim it 
theology?  

People are flooding Facebook with enraged political posts. The media is 
telling people to hate one another for the sins of the generations long ago. 
And the Word of God is being rejected in the church because pastors are 
scared of losing their bread and butter. 

A.W. Tozer said, “If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95 
percent of what we do would go on and no one would know the difference.”  2

The Spirit Of The Prophets 
Not to start an argument over gifts of the Spirit and the role of the prophets. 
But I believe the “spirit”, the heart, the attitude, and the cry, of the old 
prophets are still active today. People, Christian and Non-Christian, are 
looking at the world and saying, “There must be more.” To please this hunger, 
we make TV shows about sexual identity, people go about promiscuous 
relationships, we assume that if only the correct political party was in charge.  

But I believe that we need The Spirit Of The Prophets back in the church. 

- Michael Furlonger
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For More Resources from Michael, visit his wonderful network of 
Christian creators at the following destinations:  

 
https://christianwritersbookstore.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
ChristianWritersBookstore 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ChristianWritersBookStore 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianWritersBookstore/ 
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https://christianwritersbookstore.com/?fbclid=IwAR0RgD_P-nIpgf7fxu6Ou3LdUgVbhQJABHV7coBwEt8YqKWSUlYxFRr08Ik
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristianWritersBookstore?fbclid=IwAR019vUOEMGbgunB34GEW0vv5kbeT6hTocCkINZDnsTIKFIigadilSly3SA
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristianWritersBookstore?fbclid=IwAR019vUOEMGbgunB34GEW0vv5kbeT6hTocCkINZDnsTIKFIigadilSly3SA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChristianWritersBookStore
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChristianWritersBookStore
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChristianWritersBookStore
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianWritersBookstore/
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My name is Matt Hoffman. My wife, Kristina, and our two children are 
missionaries with EFCA ReachGlobal serving the Middle East. For security 
reasons, we are advised not to post specific details of our ministry publicly. 
The country we will be serving in is 99% Muslim, with less than 1% being 
Christian (or other faith). Our specific city has a population of around d 6 
million people, and there are only around 400 people in the entire city who 
profess faith in Jesus Christ. On top of this, the small population of 
Christians face daily social persecution for their faith and face many 
challenges as a result.  

I am a mental health counselor, and I am excited to be able to use this 
background to address needs among our local brothers and sisters in Christ, 
as well as to offer a means to meet and disciple people who are interested in 
learning more about Jesus.  
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At this time, our family is seeking to build up a team of faithful and generous 
monthly financial supporters who can help send us and sustain us overseas. 
We are also seeking to build a solid team of people who are willing to pray for 
our family, as well as the individuals we are pursuing with the Gospel of Jesus. 
Our biggest prayer request at this time is that God would raise up a team of 
generous individuals and churches who can help support our ministry 
financially. Please also be praying for continued reliance on God’s provision 
in His timing, and that we would rest in knowing His timing is perfect. 

If you are interested in connecting with us to learn more about our ministry 
or how you can get involved, please connect with John Stapleton, who has 
graciously agreed to pass along your contact information to us. We hope to 
be in touch within a week of your voiced interest in order to set up a time to 
connect. 

Peace of Christ to you all! 

Matt and Kristina Hoffman 
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